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STRATEGIC PLANNING, KIMBERLEY LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

1171. Mrs MARTIN to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
When the minister visited the Kimberley in March this year, she undertook to help the local authorities with 
strategic planning.  What progress has been made since that undertaking was given?  

Ms MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  I very much enjoyed touring the Kimberley with her in 
March and speaking with the various shire councils in the area.  It became evident that the local communities are 
confronted with a huge range of complex planning issues.  It is often difficult for local authorities to secure 
proper planning advice and to find appropriately qualified people to undertake the strategic planning that is 
required.  Strategic planning is vital in that area because it is undergoing considerable change.  I undertook to 
determine what the Government could do to provide assistance to local authorities.  I told the Shire of 
Wyndham-East Kimberley that the Government would provide $70 000 for the provision of strategic support.   

I also had discussions with the Shires of Broome and Derby-West Kimberley.  It became evident that they 
needed personnel on the ground and within the department.  Mr Speaker, as a country member you will 
appreciate the need for regionally based staff who know the lie of the land and who are on hand to help local 
authorities plan for their regions.  I am very pleased to announce that, for the first time, a Department for 
Planning and Infrastructure planning officer will be based in the Kimberley.  Advertisements have been 
published for a level 6 senior project officer.  The officer will be based in Broome but will service the entire 
Kimberley for two years.  That initiative will deliver a great deal of assistance.  Extensive work has yet to be 
done on the Broome planning and infrastructure action plan, the town plan for the expansion and normalisation 
of Fitzroy Crossing and the preparation of strategic plans for the Shire of Wyndham-East Kimberley.   

Mr Barnett:  The Government prevented the relocation of the airport, which has stopped the town in its tracks.  

Ms MacTIERNAN:  That is not true.  We witnessed complete paralysis in Broome for many years under the 
previous Government.  Because of its adversarial approach and refusal to accept native title and to work in a 
constructive way with the local community, there was no way forward.  I am proud to say that this Government 
has been able to work constructively with Broome International Airport Pty Ltd and the local Aboriginal 
communities.  We have secured an outcome that I believe is acceptable to the majority of Broome residents.  The 
airport will be upgraded in the short term and relocated in the long term.  The remainder of land in Broome that 
is the subject of native title claims will be properly dealt with.  The previous Government’s approach could not 
guarantee extinguishment of native title on the airport land.  There would have been no resolution of the other 
crucial land issues that affect the - 

Mr Barnett:  If the airport is upgraded, do you seriously think it will be moved in the next 10 to 20 years?  It will 
not.  

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Of course it will.  The previous Government was unable to deliver anything for Broome 
during eight years in office.  It did not deal with a single planning issue in that town.  This Government has an 
effective strategy and Broome is moving forward.  Native title issues have already been resolved in some areas.  
Broome will go ahead.  This Government accepts the reality of native title.  This is once again sour grapes on the 
part of the Leader of the Opposition.  He was not able to deliver one thing to that community and he is resentful 
of this Government’s capacity to implement change.   
 


